SCARTHO NURSERY SCHOOL 

Minutes of a Meeting of the Governing Body

held at the school on 20 May 2026

PRESENT:

Mrs C Storr (in the Chair), 




Mrs S Bate, Headteacher




Miss E Allen (online), Mrs L Campbell (online)
161.
Tour of the classroom

The Chair stated that she had toured the classroom to look at map making in Writing as this was one of the last elements that children achieved at Age Related Expectations.  There had been a wide range of children’s writing on display which included drawings and full figures.  There were also definite letter type shapes.  The children had made attempts at writing their own name and some children had drawn their own family.  In looking around the environment, there were many examples of written words.  There were mark making tools and a large range of resources that encouraged fine motor control like Play Doh, scissors to develop wrist actions and a rolling pin to develop shoulder and elbow movement.  Children’s skills were given a high priority as staff considered this important.  There was meaningful mark making and this was part of the curriculum which leads to the ability to write.  The Chair added that it was necessary for Governors to visit the classroom to see results in action as part of their monitoring role.
162.
Apologies

Apologies for absence had been received from Mr R Beel, Mrs T Parker and 
Mrs E Lawrance.

RESOLVED:
That the absences be approved.

163
Declaration of Pecuniary interests

There were no new pecuniary interests to declare.

164.
Membership of the Governing Body

Governors noted the existing vacancies for a Co-opted Governor and a 
Parent Governor.  The Headteacher advised that parents had been 
approached and emailed but there had not been any response.  The Chair 
suggested that a wider search for a Parent Governor may need to be 
undertaken.

165.
Minutes
The Governors had received the Minutes of the Meeting of 30 October 2025.
RESOLVED:
That the Minutes be agreed and signed as a true record.
166.
Matters arising from the Minutes
(i)
Website Compliance
It was reported that Emma Allen had checked the website in the spring term and it met all statutory requirements.  It would be checked again in the summer term.
167.
Headteacher’s Report
Copies of the Headteacher’s report had been uploaded to the Governors’ website.  The Headteacher advised that there were now five sections within the new Ofsted framework:
· Inclusion

· Curriculum and teaching

· Achievement

· Personal development and wellbeing

· Leadership and management

The Chair added that instead of one overall grading there were now different categories:
· Exceptional

· Strong Standard

· Expected Standard

· Needs Attention

· Urgent Improvement

The Chair stated that safeguarding had been met and the school was confident with this.  However, the school had not been inspected under the new framework and had self-evaluated against the criteria as “Strong Standard”.

(i)
Contextual Information
The Chair stated that it was pleasing that in the spring term, the school had expected 3 children but had admitted 7.  There were now 59 children on roll in the spring term.  This term, 5 children had been expected but 6 admitted and there were now 65 on roll.  Many of these children were 30 hours and this reflected an increase in number of hours.  There were 11 children paying for additional sessions which was a good source of income.  The Out of School club closed at 4.30pm although there was the option for 5.30pm if this was required.
(ii)
Vulnerable Groups

The Chair stated that vulnerable groups had been discussed at the Finance Committee Meeting in terms of the school’s provision for those children with SEND.  The Headteacher advised that in the spring term there were 7 SEND children, 2 with EHCPs, 2 LAC, 3 EAL and 9 receiving Early Years Pupil Premium which was a significant number
(iii)
Attendance
Whole school attendance was 93.8% which the Chair stated was very good for young children.
(iv)
Behaviour
The Headteacher advised that the Behaviour Policy had been reviewed during the previous 12 months and good behaviour was recognised to help foster high expectations.  There had been no exclusions or race related incidents.

(v)
Personal Development

Craig Osborne visited every two weeks to help with physical skills and there had been a Grandparents’ Stay and Play Session.  The other community links were noted including Stay and Play sessions for summer.  The Chair stated that this helped the children to settle in.  The Headteacher added that these had also been provided after school when children were invited to come in as well as an opportunity for parents.

(vi)
Staffing

A staff wellbeing review had taken place in the summer term.  The Headteacher advised that she carried out staff checks on wellbeing and staff were encouraged to approach her to discuss work/life balance as an additional check.  The Chair noted there had been no staff workload incidents reported.  The staff training and visits carried out were noted.  The Headteacher reported that she had completed the 12 week SENCo course which the LA had contributed 50% towards the cost.
The Headteacher advised that she would carry out a parent and staff survey in the summer.

(vii)
Key Governor Checks

Governors noted that the annual benchmarking exercise had taken place and that the Single Central Register had been checked that day.  
(viii)
Safeguarding

There had been no safeguarding incidents since the previous report and Toni Parker, Safeguarding Governor, was yet to carry out a visit.  The Headteacher advised that Great Coates Nursery had an SCR tracker for any Governor who wished to come into school to view this.  This was some software used by the school and a similar investment would be made at Scartho Nursery.
(ix)
Health & Safety

The Headteacher stated that a fire risk assessment had taken place by the LA.  The Chair asked if the school had practised the evacuation procedure.  The Headteacher confirmed that this was carried out once a term.  The Chair asked if any lock down procedures had been introduced.  The Headteacher responded that she may have to look at this as this had not taken place.  Emma Allen added that she was agreeable to sharing the details of what happened at her school.  The Chair stated that she would write a SEND monitoring visit report after half term.
Action:
Chair/Emma Allen
(x)
SEND
Governors noted there was a child still waiting for an EHCP.  The Chair offered to be Pupil Premium Governor aligned to her SEND role.
(xi)
Governance

The Chair stated that a Governors’ skills audit had been completed and there remained two vacancies to be filled.  The Headteacher referred to the new Ofsted framework and stated there were some potential questions which Governors may wish to ask under the leadership and management section.  Equally, there was more scrutiny of governance in terms of monitoring the school’s provision for vulnerable groups.  The Headteacher added that she would include more detail in her report and invite questions for Governors to ask.  The information would also be shared with staff.  Staff wellbeing was also very important and there had to be assurance that this was taking place.
(xii)
Partnership with other schools

The Headteacher stated that the school continued to work closely with Great Coates Nursery, Thrunscoe Academy, Hornsea School Collaboration and Local Alliance Schools.  She was also a member of Schools’ Forum.  The Chair asked if transition meetings took place.  The Headteacher explained that the Reception teachers visited the settings when the school received the list of children who were due to move to their school.
168.
Policies


Copies of the following policies had been uploaded to the Governors’ website:
· Equal Opportunities

· Parents as partners

· Physical Education

· Expressive Arts and Design

· Whistleblowing policy

· Medication and Sickness policy

As some Governors had not read these, they were requested to do so and confirm their approval via email to the Headteacher.
Action:
Governors

RESOLVED:
That Governors approved all the policies subject to the school 

receiving emailed confirmation and any suggested amendments.
169.
Approval of Schools’ Financial Value Standard (SFVS)
Copies of the SFVS had been uploaded to the Governors’ website.  The Chair reported that she had scrutinised this document.  The Headteacher advised that she had submitted the document to the LA and it had been approved.
RESOLVED:
That Governors approved the Schools Financial Value 


Standard.

170.
Lettings
The Clerk explained that if the school let any part of the building or premises, the Governors were required to review the charges annually.  The Headteacher confirmed there were no lettings currently in place.

171.
Chair’s Report
The Chair explained that owing to unforeseen circumstances, the Spring Term Governors’ Meeting had been held early in the summer term and the Governors therefore had to meet again before the end of the academic year in order to be compliant.
172.
Date of next meeting

It was agreed that the next meeting would take place on Monday 6 July 2026 
at 4.30pm in the school.
173
Any other business

There was no other business raised.










GS/DG

Signed by the Chair ……………………………………………..
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